
Tot EHD/UtMH (EPHSail)
To i T.MA6BEY (EPA9374)

From i T.MA68EY (EPA9374) D«liv»r«dl Thu 30-July-a? fli87 EOT Svn 163 (1
Subject i VIBUftL PACKING CO. FIRE POLREP tt£
Hail Idi IPM-163-B70730-076090334

POLREP 3
yiflUBL PACKING CO. FIRE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA CO., PA
SITE A8BESMENT

ATTNl TOM MASSEY AND TIM FIELDS

I. SITUATION

A. PERSONNEL ON SCENEi TflT-3. EPA-2, PFD, PPD, PRP, PRP
ATTORNEY, INS. ADJUSTER, BLDG. TENNANTS, NEIGHBORS, PHILA. LIC.
i INSPECTION.

B. FIRE STABILIZED THIS 7-14-87

C. FIRE MARSHALL ULSHAFER SUSPECTED ARSON. CAUSE OF FIRE
SOURCE UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME. FIRE MARSHALL STILL INVESTIGATING.

D. SITE SECURITY BY CITY OF PHILA. DEPARTS AT 1700 HRS.
VERNQN (PRP) ESTABLISHES 84 HR SECURITY.

E. HEATHERl CLEAR, COOL 70*S.

II. ACTIONS TAKEN

A. SITE ABSE5MENT MADE BY PFD, EPA AND TAT. SITE INVENTORY
.•». AND PHOTOS BY TAT.

B. PRP VERNON VERBALLY AGREES TO CLEAN UP PROPERTY AND HAZ.
MATERIALS ON PROPERTY, EXCLUDING DRUMS ON ROOF
ABANDONED BY A FORMER TENNANT. DUE TO GOOD FAITH INDICATED
BY PRP ENFORCEMENT MILL WRITE CONSENT AGREEMENT.

C. PQH ON SCENE TO SECURE UTILITIES.

D. CITY OF PHILA. LIC. & INSPECTION ON SCENE TO PERFORM
INSPECTION AND DETERMINE CODE VIOLATIONS.

E. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INFORMATION!

1. TANKS-6, 3 OF METHYL T-BUTYL ETHER (MTBE), 700
GAL EACH. 1 EMPTY. 1 ISOPRQPYL ALCOHOL (IPA), 600 GAL.
1 MINERAL SPIRITS, 900 BAL. 1 UNDERGROUND
METHANOL (MEOH) 7000 GAL.

DRUMS-NUMEROUS, LABELS INCLUDE I
SODIUM SILICATE
ADHESIVE (UNSPECIFIED TYPE/COMPOSITION)
CEMENT RUBBER
SILICONS (UNSPECIFIED COMPOSITION)
MAGIC LUX LATEX
DIETHYLENE BLYCOL
8ILOO WHITE LITHIUM NO. & (PAINT)
-DRUMS WERE LOCATED ON THE MAIN FLOORiqif(lj!|Hiny1
bUILDINQ AND ON THE ROOF. AUUVJ -



3. MISC. CONTAINERS - << GALLON CAN OF TETRflHYDRQFURAN
(THF), PALLETS 01- GLUE CONTAINERS, LABELS
INDICATE PRESENCE OF TOLUENE.

4. UNKNOWNS - UNKNOWNS INCLUDE UNLABELED DRUMS, DAMAGED
DRUMS. SOME OILS NOTED.

9. EXPLQ8IMETER AND HNU READINGS - EXPLOSIMETER WAS
NEGATIVE THROUGHOUT BUILDING, HNU READINGS WERE
OS FOLLOWS i 0-aO UNITS GENERAL THROUGHOUT
BUILDING. 50-100 UNITS AROUND TANKS, £-20
UNITS STEADY DOWNSTAIRS.

F. 08C INFORMED PRP VERNQN OF i ̂ -NOTIFICATION AND ADVISED
PRP TO NOTIFY EPA ERS RRC OF ("-LEASE VIA FIRE AND RUNOFF.

G. EPA ENFORCEMENT (STUETEVILLE) ESTABLISHES THAT PRP NOT
HANDLE ANY MATERIAL IN BUILDINQ UNTIL WRITTEN CONSENT
AGREEMENT IS REACHED BETWEEN ENFORCEMENT AND PRP.

H. FIRE MARSHALL ULSHAFER DETERMINES THAT A FIRE AND EXPLOSION
THREAT STILL EXISTS ON PROPERTY DUE TO MATERIAL
RESIDUES AND LEAKING CONTAINERS ON PROPERTY.

I. CITY OF PHILADELPHIA LIC. I INSPECTION INDICATES THAT fl
CRANE HILL BE BROUGHT IN ON SCENE TO LEVEL PORTIONS OF
THE BUILDING DUE TO LACK OF STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY WHICH
POSES A THREAT TO PUBLIC SAFETY.

J. ENFORCEMENT (STUETEVILLE) TO PURSUE CONTACT WITH PREVIOUS
TENNANT WHO ABANDONED APPROX. as-30 DRUMS OF UNKNOWNS
ON THE PREMISES.

K. ACCESS WALKWAY TO SEPTA TRAIN STATION IS LOCATED f.JJACENT
TO PORTIONS OF THE DAMAGED BUILDING. CITY POLICE BLOCKED
OFF ENTRANCE TQ WALKWAY.

L. OSC CONTACTED QSHA REGARDING SAFETY AND INDUSTRIAL
HYGENE ISSUES EXISTING ON THE PROPERTY. DUE TO THE
TYPES OF SUBSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE FIRE, WHICH ARE
9TILL IN DAMAGED CONTAINERS AND SOME UNCONTAINED
MATERIALS SPREAD ALL OVER THE BUILDING, APPROPRIATE
WORKER ATTIRE 13 LEVEL "B". CONSTANT AIR MONITORING
SHOULD OCCUR WHILE WORKING INSIDE THE BUILDINQ.

M. PRP VERNQN ADVISES QSC

III. FUTURE PLANS

A. CERCLA ENFORCEMENT TO WRITE CONSENT AGREEMENT WITH PRP
VERNON.

B. CERCLA ENFORCEMENT TO MONITOR PRP CLEANUP.

C. OSC TO PER8UE ACTION ON ABANDONED DRUMS ON PROPERTY.

QARRETT ARfll, OSC ID 0005
US EPA, REGION III
PHILADELPHIA, PA


